
Pastor’s page: The Advent Journey to Glory 

“The word of the Lord came to me: ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you….’ 
(Jeremiah 1. 5) 

       It was to tell us about God, that Jesus came into the world. His parables, notably about 
the great joy, and even ecstasy that God has over the lost who return to the embrace of God 
(the prodigal son and his loving father, the lost sheep who is sought out by the shepherd 
and return to the fold) They tell us in no uncertain terms what God is like; and how much 
God desires each and every one of us from all eternity, to be with him. 

“We are God’s children now, what we shall become has not been revealed to us, but we know 
that when it is revealed we shall see God as he is.” This is an enormous mystery. We are each 
the beloved daughters and sons of God. There is no rhyme or reason to this. It simply is the 
truth. 

      In fact, even before we were conceived in our mother’s wombs, we were the beloved of 
God. This is our identity. “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” God tells us this in his 
words in Scripture. When he says ‘you’, God is speaking of all humanity from the 
beginning of human history. It is a collective “you”. It is an all inclusive word, with no 
exceptions. God wants us all to be with him in heaven. 

      God has made us for himself, in his divine image. That gift of God’s perfect love for us 
will never go away. It cannot be extinguished by our moral failures; no matter how evil 
they might be. In the season of Lent, we sing: “Turn to me, oh turn to me and be saved, says 
the Lord, for I am God, there is no other.” 

      The church has made the season of Advent both a preparation for the birth of the 
Savior, and an opportunity for us to prepare for his return to us in glory. How do we 
prepare? This is a great challenge for us; to quiet down. Most of us live frantic lives. We 
are busy about so many things, yet as Jesus tells Martha, only one thing is required of us, 
union with Him. This union begins now through prayerful awareness of God’s presence 
within us and around us, in the people places and events of our lives. 

      Most the time we are blind to the coming of Jesus today, in us and around us. God does 
not want us to be afraid or distant or defensive. God wants us to come close. He is already 
within us like our breathing; like our heartbeat that goes on keeping life within us. How 
can we rest in God now, as children do in their mother’s arms? This is the essence of prayer.     
In the quiet of our hearts and imaginations, gazing on the Lord, and allowing God to look 
upon us with immense love and mercy. Prayer is this attentive listening. Quieting down, 
and entering into the heart of God. Like children in their mother’s arms. At its core, Jesus 
tells us, prayer is not about chatter: “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think 



they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him.” (Matthew 6:7-8) 

“Your death and mine is our final passage, our exodus to the full realization of our identity as 
God’s beloved children, and to full communion with the God of love. Jesus walked the path 
ahead of us, and invites us to choose the same path during our lifetime. He calls to us, 
“Follow Me.” He assures us. “Do not be afraid.” This is our faith. (Advent Meditations, by 
Rev. Henri Nouwen) 

And so we pray: oh God, help us not only to know you better, but to love you; and to desire 
a prayerful attitude, recognizing your loving presence in ourselves, in the people we 
encounter, and in the world that you have created in such majesty. Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come! 

Peace, Father Bruce 


